[Outline of the physiology and pathophysiology of the senses].
Sense organs are considered as systems that detect information from the outer and inner environment and transfer it to the central nervous system where it is processed by a series of brain structures which make it the basis for the conscious interpretation of the surrounding world. The work discusses sense receptors as nerve structures recording specific forms of energy in our surroundings and their key function, so-called transduction, i.e. the conversion of energy of a given modality to electrical energy of the action potentials of afferent nerves. The information encoded in this form is then brought together in subcortical (thalamic) centres for processing and synthesis in the cerebral cortex. The specific implementation of this general framework is given for each of the main sense systems: somatosensory, sight, hearing, vestibular, taste and smell. The basic disorders of sense perception, their usual aetiologies and the pathogenic mechanisms responsible for their development and symptoms are outlined briefly.